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The Collected Poems of W.B. Yeats (New York: Macmillan, 1976), pp.191-92  ( Y)
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Edward Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, intro. by Christopher Dawson (London: (&)
Everyman’s Library, 1969), V. 408. Also see Hayford Peirce and Royall Tyler, Byzantine Art
(London: Ernest Benn, 1926), pp.6,10.

W. Yeats, A Vision (New York: Collier Books, 1973), p.282. (%)
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Yeats. "An Indian Monk.”” Essays and Introductions (New York: Collier Books. 1972),p.433. (%)
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pp.94-95.
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Philippe Jullian, Dreamers of Decadence: Symbolist Painters of the 1890s, trans. Robert Baldick  ( q )

(London: Pall Mall Press, 1971), 33. See also D.J. Gordon and Ian Fletcher, *‘Byzantium,” W.B.
Yeats: Images of A Poet, ed. D.J. Gordon (Manchester: Manchester University Press; New York:
Barnes and Noble, 1961, pp.81-89.
The Autobiography of W.B. Yeats (New York: Collier, 1965),p.90. (\*)

The Works of Oscar Wilde (New York: Black’s Readers Service, 1927), pp.606-607. (Y1)
Yeats, A Vision, p.281. (\Y)
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W.B. Yeats and T. Sturge Moore: Their Correspondence, 1901-1937, ed. Ursula Bridge (V)
(Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press. 1978).
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The Self and the Other’s Civilization: Al-Buhturi and Yeats

Saad A. Al-Bazei
Assistant Professor, Department of English,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Al—Buhturi‘s famous poem A/-Siniyya converges with William Yeats’ “Sailing to Byzantium™ on
the particularly significant level where the speaker in each of the two poems confronts the differences of
another culture. This cultural confrontation between the self and the other occurs when the speaker con-
templates the artistic creations in the Persian “Iwan Kisra™ (Al—Buhturi) and in Byzantium (Yeats). As the
yearning to dissolve in the other fails. the poetic and cultural anxieties remain witnesses to the exception-
ally imaginative achievements in both poems.



