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Pattern of Distribution of Economic Activities and Services in
the Central Area of Medina

Mohammad S. Makki
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: The article deals with the pattern of commercial and service land uses in the central area of
Medina City. It deals also with the pattern of consumer behavior in exploiting these land uses. The aim
of the study is to understand the relationship between distribution and behavior. The importance of
understanding such a relationship is clear in facilitating the future site planning in Medina.

The data for this study came from a comprehensive survey of economic and service land uses in the study
area, and from a sample survey for consumers. The study used the central gravity model and the dispersion
index to measure the distribution pattern of land uses.

It became clear from the study that the economic and service land uses still concentrate in the core of
the central area because of the religious importance of the centre, with a few exceptions which find the
reasons for locating away from the core of the central area. It also became clear that most of the consumer
did their shopping, especially for their daily needs, from the same street on which they live or nearby.



