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Communication and Rural Development in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: A Descriptive Evaluative Study
of the Television Agricultural Programs among Farmers of

Al-Qassim Region

Ibrahim A. Rizk
Assistant Professor, College of Agriculture,
King Saud University, Al-Qassim Branch, Buraydah,
Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study investigates the current state of agricultural television programs among farmers of
Al-Qassim. An assessment is made of the extent to which the population is being reached by these prog-
rams. The farmers’ responses and reactions to these programs are also determined. In order to achieve the
study objectives an empirical investigation was carried out on a sample of 140 farmers selected randomly
from ten major arcas in Al-Qassim region.

The findings of the study indicate that despite the fact that the majority of farmers in the sample watch
television. the agricultural programs aimed to diffuse new agricultural ideas and techniques are being
watched by only a small number of them. However. the findings showed that this limited exposure to such
programs was mainly due to the inconvenient time of broadcasting. poor choice of subjects and poor treat-
ment of the messages presented.

On the other hand. the study showed that agricultural programs presented on television appear to have
an appreciable audience in the sample. However. several suggestions have been made by their viewers to
improve the effectiveness of messages presented. Among these suggestions: (1) selection of the right con-
tent which fits audience needs. interests and characteristics: (2) modification of the current time of prog-
ram broadcasting in order to reach the largest number of viewers: and (3) proposing a different style and
treatment in the preparation of such programs to meet the audience’s experience.. abilities, and socio-cul-
tural context.



