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quantitative study

Hussein M ohammed AlOthman
Chairman of the Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
University of Sharjah - United Arab Emirates

(Received 6/9/1432h Accepted for publication 20433h)

Abstract. The goals of this study are to identify Emirati ffoattitudes toward marriage to non-locals, itsseaul
and its effects on the family, children and sogietgtermine the impact of socio-demographic ancheweic
variables on those attitudes toward marriage telocals as well as its causes. To achieve thesls,gista were
collected by a questionnaire from a sample of Einjrauth students in the UAE universities (1306dstuts),
focus groups discussion (80 students) and 18 daskes of male citizens married to non-locals. Digsive
statistics (percentages, mean, and standard dByiaand analytical statistics (multiple regresyiare used to
analyze the data.

The results of quantitative analysis have revedled less than a half of the respondents (45.29%) —o
average— refuse to marry non-local women, regssdté their nationality compared with 40% —on ager
agree to this type of marriage. But, the degreapgiroval for the marriage to non-local women iaees if the
women from a GCC country (72.5 %) and decreastteifvomen are from a non-GCC Arab country(34.6%g or
non-Arab Islamic country (22.1%). Also, the resutif qualitative analysis showed that the majority o
respondents disagree to marry non-local womenditfitian, the results of quantitative and qualitatstatistics
reveal that the causes of Emirati male's marriageon-locals are traced back- according to thepdrtance- to:
the high cost of dowries, the high cost of marrifigen local females, study abroad, high demandtheflocal
families, travelling, availability of non-local waen in the UAE, simplicity of marriage procedurestm-locals
women, low economic status of the local, imitatafothers, fascination with the beauty of non-lomamen,
emotional relationship with non-local women, thghiage of local husbands, and the poverty of tlwallo
husbands and the limitation of their financial daifites. Besides that, the results of the quatitiaanalysis
demonstrate that the majority of respondents atjr@ethe marriage of Emirati men to non-locals t#ferent
consequences such as: children weakness in Aiabguége, different methods of socialization, thguesition of
more than one language for children, psychologiésdrder, and family disorganization. Finally, timajority of
respondents agree that men's marriage to non-lbaal#s influence on UAE society: the spread afistprhood,
changing habits and traditions, increasing divarases, weakness of belonging to the homeland, pténeof
inferiority to children from non-local women, anldetdelinquency of children. On the other hand,réseilts of
qualitative analysis revealed positive consequefmemarriage to non-local women such as: maritggdiness
and family cohesion.

The results of analytical statistics of multiplegmession reveal that there are statistically sigaift
relationships between sex, region, father's edutatnother's nationality on the one hand and Emyaith's
attitudes toward marriage to non-locals on therotAkso, the analysis found that there are stal§i significant
relationships between sex, level of education ardability of marriage to non-locals. Besides, tesults of the
analysis reveal that there are statistically sigaift relationships between study year, mothert®maity and
social causes of marriage to non-locals. In additibe analysis found that there are statisticalgnificant
relationships between study year, marital statwgher's nationality on the one hand and the psygicdl causes
of marriage to non-locals on the other. Finallyerth are statistically significant relationshipsviegn sex,
mother's nationality and the health causes of agerto non-locals.



