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Abu’ al-Khattab al-Mufaddal b. Thabit al-Sabi and His
Remaining Prose Writing

Muhammad Yonis Abdel Ali Ridwan
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Literature, Faculty of Arts
Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt.

Abstract. Abu‘ al-Khattab al-Mufaddal b. Thabit al-Sab1 was one of the more well known and eloquent
writers of the 4th century A.H. Although his artistry is acknowledged, he did not receive much attention
in the biographical literary works of that period. Some of his prose can be found in various literary works
of al-Tha‘alib, al-Hu§ar;, al-Qalqashandi and al-Nuwayri.

A small amount of biographical details on Abu‘ al-Khattab are available. With the collection of this
information a fairly accurate picture of his life and times can be drawn up. For instance, his father was a
physician and was a member of the Sabaenan sect. Abu al-Khattab obtained the position of official state
secretary, a position of some power and had close liasions with the higher political and social circles of his
time. His relationship with his cousin Abi Ishaq al-Sabi (d. A.H. 384) was not a cordial or hospitable one.

In reference to style, it seems that he was a good author, with the ability to express himself well on a
number of different subjects. He wrote discriptively, with a sarcastic tone. And keeping with the fashion
of his times, he employed the use of badi‘.

All available texts which can be attributed directly to Abu’ al-Khattab were collected for this study.
The documents are listed in chronological order and are edited.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



