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Patterns of Print Media Use by Saudi Youth

Saa’id Al-Orabi Al-Harithi and Morad O. Asi

Assistant Professors, Department of Mass Communications,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Despite the notable expansion of mass media outlets in the Arab world, there is an obvious lack
of serious research in this field. Except for a few graduate theses, Arab researchers have shunned quality
research about Arab mass media.

Saudi Arabia has experienced expansion in the number of newspapers and magazines and in their cir-
culation during the past fifteen years. The interaction between these expanding media and their audience,
however, is still a mystery. Saudi youth are the largest literate group in the society. They are the focus of
concern by the government in terms of providing all kinds of services and facilities. The pattern of their
print media consumption, and the possible reasons for such consumption, are the compelling reasons and
guidelines for undertaking the present study.

The main focus in this rather exploratory study is Saudi youth in the 18-24 age group and the patterns
of their interaction with the print media available in Saudi markets. A sample of 2000 male and female uni-
versity students was selected, using the quota sampling technique, from three geographic population cen-
ters in Saudi Arabia. The survey method was used, and face-to-face interviews were conducted. Field data
collection was carried out during March-April 1987.

Results show that Saudi youth are avid print media users. This applies to both local and imported
newspapers and magazines. News and reports about Saudi Arabia and about the Moslem World are the
most recurrent reasons for such consumption mentioned by these youth.

Saudi males and females agree on many use items in this study, but they also disagree on others. Some
results show that the pattern of print media use by Saudi females is significantly different from that of
Saudi males. The study also shows that these young Saudis have little trust in all newspapers available to
them, but less so in magazines. One of the most interesting findings of this study is the inverse correlation
between print media use and its credibility.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



