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The Nature and Reason of the Ayyabid Salahal-Din’s
Contacts with the Caliph al-Mansir al-Muwahhidi

Muhsin Muhammad Hussain
Assistant Professor, History Department, College of Education, Baghdad University, Iraq

Abstract. A complicated subject in the history of the Crusades and inter-relationships among Islamic
powers is the one concerning the contact of Salahal-Din the Ayyiibid with the Muwahhidi Caliph al-
Mansiir Ya‘qib b. Yusuf b. Abdul Mu’min, who ruled over the Maghrib and parts of al- Andalus from 580-
595 A.H./1184 - 1198 A.D.

This issue is not treated on a level worthy of the immensiysy of the eent. The historians of the period
did not shed enough light on it, or else they held it through a narrow prism, whereas the oriental historians
mentined nothing about it. This prompted us to study the subject in the light of the nature of Islamic inter-
relationships, which is embodied in Salah al-Din’s need for naval reinforcement at the time of the long
blockade of Acre, in order to create a counter-balance with the enemy naval force who had tried to recover
the territories lost to him as a result of the battle of Hittin which enraged Europe anew and prompted it
to arrange for another crusading campaign, which was led by the greatest European kings of the time, and
whose interest was focused on the recapture of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. They began by besieging Acre
from the sea as well as the land, and when the navy of Salah al-in failed to withstand the assault, he felt
obliged to appeal for assistance from Islamic powers, especially the Muwahbhid king. He failed on this. We
study the reasons for his refusal to help. The result was the disasterious fall of Acre, although the enemy
failed to score a big victory after that.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



