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Prestige of Some Occupations in Saudi Arabia

Abdulla A. Faisal

Assistant Professor, Department of Social Studies, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Little or nothing has been done in the area of occupational prestige within Saudi Arabia. The
nature of this study is therefore exploratory. Its first two goas center on examining the occupational pre-
stige of (1) culturally familiar occupations such as carpenter or butcher and (2) occupations, like electri-
cian, which have been introduced into the culture to meet important development goals. A third goal con-
cerns the comparison of this study to two other studies, one in Qatar and the other in the U.S.A.

Examination of culturally familiar occupations uncovered few surprises. Government ministers
received the highest prestige score (93.9) while garbage collectors received the lowest (40.7). Likewise
new occupations (which were generally technical or social) enjoyed an average prestige score. The results
of this study were similar to those of the studies in Qatar and the U.S.A.

The U.S. study went beyond mere classification. It examined the additional question of “what makes
a good job.” The present study, using the same set of criteria as the U.S. study, found an emphasis on dif-
ferent norms in the two cultures. Thus, where U.S. respondents emphasized rewards, Saudi respondents
chose educational requirements as the most important criteria. The conclusion of this study therefore was
that while the often mentioned assumption of the literature (that societies are generally similar in their
prestige classification) was upheld, the underlying factors may need further investigation. The norms reg-
ulating evaluation may indeed be evaluated differently for dissimilar societies or societies at different
levels of industrialization.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



