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The Crown of the Strangers
The Wandering of Abu ‘I-Fath al-Iskandari and Abu Zaid al-Suruji
in the Muslim World
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Noted for their beauty, power, appeal and noveltg, Assemblies (Manat) of Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadhani
and Abu Muhammad al-Qasim al-Hariri seenbétong to narratives of disobedience. For they dbair relation
to awell-known ancestry; they employ real characters anthors and attack theirajor cultural authory. They
are, in a sense, a sort of playful narration whiales and uncovers, conceals and reveals. All tverdures
which thecharacters of the Mamat undertake in the Muslim World expose paradoxeadsyming the roles of
clowns, monkey-trainers, preachers, tricksters,bmujars. Their heroes wear for every occasion eapmask
in order toguestion an established system of prevalent vdlyassing a narrative modehich reveals repeated
trickery, subtle gestures, absurd theatrical raledsubmission to humiliation. All of this becomes judllear in
the recipient'snind through a metaphorical narration, for in kteire things are npresented in a direct way but

are implied by means of paradoxes and contradition



