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THE IMPACT OF ISLAM ON POST-JAHILI POETRY: POURING OIL ON
TROUBLED WATERS

Abeer Abdullah A. Al-Abbasi

King AbdulAziz University
(Received 18/10/1432h Accepted for publication 10/2/1433h)

Abstract. The Arabian Peninsula witnessed great changes with the emergence of Islam: ideologically,
politically, socially and culturally, life became subject to the new religion"s influence.

Controversy regarding the impact of Islam on Arabic literature has gone far beyond speculation as to whether
Islam had a positive or negative impact on Arabic Poetry. Those of the opinion that I1slam had a positive impact
on shi‘r cite as evidence the sheer abundance of poetry that has reached us from that period. Others, however,
believe that Early Islamic poetry was of low quality because of the restrictions brought by Islam that deprived
poets of the freedom of expression enjoyed by their pre-Islamic precursors. Those adopted a moderate position
believe that 1lam took a negative attitude towards shi‘r but this is not to say that the new religion opposed
poetry in general or affected its status.

This study shows that while Islam took a negative view of shi‘r this stance is to be understood in the light of the
ideological agenda of the new religion, which imposed radical policies prohibiting many practices Arabs
considered vitaly integral to their way of life, even sacred, in order to draw their attention to what should really
be considered as "holy" and "sacred" from the viewpoint of Islam.



