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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN SAUDI MEDIA:
ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE CURRENT MEDIA LAW

Mohammed S. Alahmed
Assistant Professor, Deparment of Masscomunication, College of Arts, King Saud University
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Abstract. The objective of this study is to know how often the term * freedom of expression’ is used directly or indirectly in the laws that
regulate journalism in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The time frame of the research starts with the forming of the first media law on
23/11/1347 to the issuance of its latest version on 3/9/1421, which is the law in application when this research was completed. A full
analytical study has been done to the most recent version of the media law. The research starts with a review of the technical development in
mass media. He studies the influence of the Internet and other forms of cyber technology on the laws and regulations that control the press in
the Kingdom. He also sheds light on how such development has broadened the practice of ‘the freedom of expression’ in the country. In
addition, the study traces the history of the term ‘freedom of expression’ through several civilizations and their respective philosophies. It
also review all the media laws the came into existence in the Kingdom from the publication of the first news paper, Um Al-Qura, to the
present. Furthermore, this study includes a full scale analysis of the current media law and all its previous amendments. The researcher
comes to the conclusion that the media law in the country has guarded and protected the freedom of expression, as long as it respects Islam
and the nation.



