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Abstract. Humans tend to feasibility and convenience in dealing with their social affairs including adopting
elegance and simplicity of discourse. This tendency has led to the development of a principle known as the
Principle of Least Effort as one of the rules of languages. This study seeks to approach this concept in terms of the
linguistic behaviour that achieves the desired aim with the least processing effort in discourse. The study
introduces this principle in past and current scholarship. While in ancient scholarship, the Principle of Least Effort
was related to the reasoning theory (mitigation reason), in the modern studies it is found to be paired with the
research on language evolution and properties. This research will explore the capacity of this principle and its
property in directing the linguistic economy patterns educed from the grammarians’ reference (Sibwayah’s al-
Kitab “The book™). These patterns centre around four criteria: phonetic, temporal, usage, and cognitive. The
discussion will be followed by an explanation of the purposes of the principle through a pragmatic approach and
by selecting instances from The Book in terms of the usage criterion as informed by the way Sibwayah treated it.
Such pragmatic interpretations are attributed to the principles of complementarity and elaboration coupled with the
current non-linguistic clues that aim at determining the speaker’s intention.
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