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The Theory of Root Rotation around a General Meaning by Ibn Fares and Ibn
Janni: An Analytical Study
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Abstract. This research tacks together two contemporary leaders of semantics in the history of the Arabic
language: Ibn Fares (395 AH) and Ibn Janni (392 AH). Each of them developed a theory of semantics based on the
idea of the rotation of meaning around a general meaning. The first, Ibn Fares, applied the theory on a whole
lexicon and called it standards or origins. The other scholar mentioned it in his book “Al-KhaS’ai’S” and called it
“the greatest derivation”. This research shows the rotation of meaning for the two scholars in terms of definition,
validity of its application, its frequency in the language, its impact, and its utility for Arabic to generate new words
that increase its verbal wealth to the present time. The research also reviewed the views of the old and recent
linguists citing texts from dictionaries to prove what it argues for, and ultimately recommending a change in
research from disputing about meaning rotation to adopting it for its usefulness.
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