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Indefiniteness: An Investigation of the Concept and the Terminology

Amer Fael Mohammad Balhaf
Professor of Language & Grammar, Arabic Department, College of Science & Arts — Sharourah, Najran University
(Received: 5/10/1441 H, Accepted for publication 28/6/1442 H)
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Abstract. The current research aims at investigating the concept of the indefiniteness as a concept and ad a term,
focusing on two main questions: How was this concept coined by traditional grammarians in the ancient times?
And has this term been consistent? In order to answer these questions, the study is divided into two sections,
preceded by a brief overview of the rationale of the study. The first chapter presents the concept of indefiniteness
as used by the Arab lexicographers, grammarians, and writes about Al-Alfiyyas. In addition, the research sheds
light on the rules of indefiniteness as to whether it is difficult to grasp. The second chapter was allocated for the
definition and term of indefiniteness, where there was a discussion on the Arabic terms of indefiniteness, the
principles of coining an appropriate term, and the status of indefiniteness, as well as the definition of
indefiniteness by traditional and modern grammarians. The research concludes with the main results it reached
such as: the Arab grammarians explain the concept of indefiniteness rationally via several individual elements that
mean one thing, that all the elements to make the representation/conceptualization of indefiniteness, which shows
that the term has been clear enough and presents the “appropriate term” characteristic since it has certain
terminological principles such as, being based on concepts, linguistic conciseness, the common linguistic use,
unity, clarity, and derivability.
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