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Framing Coronavirus Pandemic in Gulf and Yemeni Press
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Abstract. The study aimed at identifying how the Arabian Gulf and Yemeni press covered the Corona virus
pandemic, through a sample represented in seven newspapers, namely: Al-Qabas Kuwaiti, Bahraini Gulf News,
Al-Sharg Al-Qatari, UAE Alittihad, Al-Watan Omani, Riyadh Saudi Arabia, and Al-Ayyam Yemeni.The sample
in this study involved 1848 press articles that addressed the Corona virus pandemic.

The study sample was collected through the industrial week method during the months of March and April 2020.
The study applied media framing theory as a theoretical framework. It also used media survey methodology and
comparative approach, and relying on a content analysis as a tool to collect data.

The results of the study showed that the response and defense frame came to the fore with all the used frames in
journalistic coverage, at 54.8%, followed by the humanitarian interest frame, at 17.4%, and responsibility, at
11.4%. The results also presented that the newspapers of the study sample focus on interest in local affairs by
59.6%, then international affairs by 34.6% in dealing with and discussing Corona virus. The study highlighted first
governmental efforts at 29.1%, and then the consequence of corona virus at 24.1% as the most interesting topics in
newspapers. The reference to the state’s efforts was also associated with the success of the response policies and
preventive measures at 82.8%, while the reference to China was mentioned by 83.6% as the origin of the
epidemic. With regard to the reference to the corona virus, it came in reference with 49.4% of the subjects as a test
for societies and governments.
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