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Al-Gathami’s Textual References (Deconstructive research and a comparative
epistemological approach)
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Abstract. This research deals with the references on which Abdullah Al-Ghathami relied in the formation of his
discourse and the outline of his cultural criticism, of which some are textual and others non-textual. The research
focuses only on textual references, those that Al-Ghathami stipulated in his works, and that appeared within the
body of his texts or in the footnotes of his books and were found in the list of his references. The research aims to
show the impact of these references and their varying roles in directing his new approach of criticism. All that is
performed for the purpose of revealing the epistemological origins and critical visions behind the manifestations of
this critical shift from literary criticism to cultural criticism, and of knowing the extent of originality and
innovation compared to imitation and repetition in this cultural project. The majority of these references are
contemporary, western, and relevant to postmodernism in general and in postmodernism cultural criticism. Some
comes from the Arabic tradition and the Principles of Islamic jurisprudence, while some comes from the domains
of philosophy and sociology. The research proposes the likelihood of these Arabic references and their effect on
Al-Ghathami’s cultural criticism.
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