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The impact of gulf sport channels technical level on the audience's use of them:
a field study on a sample of the arab gulf cooperation council countries citizens
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Keywords: sports channels, gratifications, exposure, technical level, viewing, motives.

Abstract. The study aimed to identify the magnitude of technical level impact of Gulf sports channels on the
public’s use of such channels. The researcher conducted a field study on a sample of Arab GCC countries citizens
using a cumulative measure of directive gratifications. The results show that the number of male sports followers
is higher than the number of female followers (96.6% vs. 3.4%, respectively). The daily viewing is first (40.4%),
followed by the exposure three times a week (30.2%), and then by semi-regular and rare exposures at lower
percentages. The average exposure from one to three hours was 61.9%, followed by the average exposure for less
than one hour at 20.6%. The preferred time for exposure to sports channels is the evening (76.6%), compared to
the morning and noon periods. Exposure to watching sports channels was predominant (38.1%), compared to
exposure with friends and relatives (31.1%). In addition, the results show a progress of motives for following up
teams and clubs over the motive of following up international events. Self-directing enjoyments came first, then
knowledge of sporting events update, then favorite games, then sports education. As for social gratifications, they
came second but with a small difference. It was obvious that the technical level is the main factor in preference for
channels and the motivation for exposure.
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