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The Impact of the Religious Sects on the Rise and Fall
of the Germanic Kingdoms from 412-800

Aisha S. Abul-Jadayel

Assistante Professor, Department of History, College of Arts.
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The Germanic kingdoms that rose in west Europe on Roman soil, are divided into two parts: the first part-
thase who converted to the Arian form of Christianity - were the Visigoths in Aquitaine (412-507) and later in Spain
(507-711}, the Vandals in North Africa (429-534), the Burgundians along the Rhone and Saon (443-534), the Ostro-
goths in Maly {493-553), and finally the Lombards in Italy (568-774). The second part includes the Franks, who ¢x-
panded from the frontier of the Rhing to the south-west until they reached the Somme duting the 5th century. Under
the Merovingians they went under the name of the ruling family knovnas the Carolingians in 743. Charlemagne, of
the same family, was crowned Emperor in 800 by Pope Leo 111

The Franks were converted to Christianity in the Catholic form, and this was the secret behind its crystalli-
zation in what was 1o become France and Germany. Since Arianisim denied the doctorine of the Trinity, the Catholic
church as well as the Romans hated the Arians and regarded them as heretics.

The Franks as Catholics subordinated themselves to the Pope. The papacy tied its¢lf to the ruling house of
the Franks after the break between Rome and Byzantium over the iconolastic dispute and 1his kingdom developed to
become the Holy Roman Empire. So, whereas the Franks were destined 1o play a lasting rele in later times, the other
Germans vanished without leaving their name attached to any enduring historical works. This result, no doubt, was
due o the religious impact which left profound differences separating the Arian Germanic kingdoms from Roman
society on one hand, and causing the fall of their kingdoms on the other hand.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

