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Islamic Inscriptions Carved on Tombstones of the Al ‘Uwayd
(Rulers of the Mikhlif of ‘Ashm)
and Their Historical Importance

Ahmad 0. Al-Zaila‘i
Professor, Dept. of Archeology and Muscology, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The site of the Islamic city of “Astm. -one of the mnportant  archeological sites in the Qunfudhah
reptont 18 remackable for containing  the most significant and extensive collection of inscribed tombstones m the
Tihama, many of which refer to the locat raters of the Al Uwavd This article begins with a deseription of the site
of “Ashm and proceeds to discuss its significance both archeologicallv and as the erstwhile capital of the smuichicf
of the same name, Attention s thereafter devoted to the rulers themselves, their chronology and titles, as derived
trom the tonbstones themselves. Twelve inscriptions are then given a detailed analysis,
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