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As- Sakhira: A Reading in a Classical Poetic Genre

Abdullah M. al-Odhaibi

Axsivtant Professoi; Dept. of Literature, Arabic Language College, Umm al-Qura University,

Mekkah al-Mukarramah, Saudi Arabia

Ahstract. This piece of research deals with the sakhira genre of Arabic poetry. 1t represents one side of depicting
women in classical poctry. Poems of such a genre reflect the image of man-the poet-defending himsell against
the negative view taken of him . The research poirils to the situations where this geare is present. such situations
are old age, physical defects, and captivity or imprisonment. I clarifies the way the poet defends himsell in each
situation. The research then points to the fact that many such poems are but simall pieces of poetry or short
poems dealing with only one topic and taking one specific pattern. It also trics to give an explanation to the
appearance of sucha genre, and concludes that the woinan | in this context, is nothing but a symbolic figure for
sociely in its negative look at such samples of its human individuals. [t also sees that choice of the woman by
poets is duc Lo specific factors that emanate from the way the Arab looked at women in the pust and nol enly to

specific incidents as clatmed by ancient literary sources.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



