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The Character of Emir Abdullah b. Bulugueen
through His Autobiography al-Tibyan
" A.H. 469 - 483 /1077 - 1090

Noorah M. Al-Tuwaijry

Assistant Professor, Department of History
Girls' College of Education, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

- Abstract. Emir Abdullah was the last of Banu Ziri, the rulers of Granada. He was deposed by the Almoravid
Yusuf Ibn Yashufeen in Muslim Spain and was taken to Morocco. During his exile Emir Abdullah wrote what
might be considered an autobiography. The book contains Emir Abdullah's record of his family, several aspects
of his personal life and a background of some of the crucial decisions he made as a monarch which had a far-
reaching impact on the course of events during his rule and thereafter. The reader of the autobiography will
absorbed by the vivid, candid and somewhat detailed account it offers.

In this paper it is worthwhile, from a historical perspective, to use the book as a basis of depicting a few
facets of the somewhat controversial character of the Emir. Other sources, are of course, made use of. Needless
to say, judgements, decisions, inferences, and considerations that pertain to the personality of Emir Abdullah are
those of a historian's interpretation of what the Emir's autobiography provides; and they must be taken within
such a context and within the limitations it imposes. It is, however, acknowleged that decisions and positions
taken by persons of high offices depend on factors most often beyond the reach of an historian.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



