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An Attempt to Establish an Arab Emirate
in Sudan in the Third Hijra Century

Sadiq Ahmad D. Joudeh

Associaie Professor. Department of Social Sciences. Faculty of Arts and Sciences,

Amman National University, Amman. Jordan

Abstract . This study investigates the efforts of an ambitious and adventurous Islamic character who lived in the
third Hijra century (9th century): namely. Abu 'Abd Al-Rahman Al-"Umari. He left Egypt during the reign of
Ahmad Ibn Tulun. heading towards Wadi Al-'Alagi. the country of Al-Beja. known for its eold. a wealth that prior
(o Islam attracted some Arab tribes: Rabi‘a. Juheina and Mudhar, Motivated by a desire to escape the political
unrest in Egypt and other places of the Caliphal state. by the disorder and weakness ol the state. and by the
attraction of gold. Abu 'Abd Al-Rahman led his followers from Egypt to Wadi Al-'Alagi where he met resistance
from the Beja tribes as well as from others. He was forced to fight the neighboring Nubians. gaining victories at
first. but in the end he was defeated mainly beacause his followers failed him. Retreating to the area of Aswan
with his remaining followers. he was also defeated by Shu'ba Ibn Herkam at the head of Ibn Tulun’s army. He
then went back to Wadi Al-"Alagi where he not only met fierce resistance from the Arab tribes. but lost his life at

the hands of the leader of the Mudhar tribes in A.H. 259/863.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



