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Ibn Khaldoun’s Sociology of Occupations:
A Study in the Sociology of Work

Mohamed Abdelmoula El-Daks
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology,
Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

Abstract. This study presents Ibn Khaldoun’s theory of occupations and their social and economic dimensions
together with their regulations as presented in his book The Mugaddima. According to him, an occupation is
any work an individual does so as to earn a living. He thus considers all crafts and professions as occupations.
He looks at occupations from a functional point of view with respect to their importance in the development of
societies. He also looks at them from a dynamic point of view regarding their reciprocal relationship with
society.

Ibn Khaldoun gives the term “work” a special significance in the social and economic aspects. He
divides occupations according to their importance, their fields, and the extent to which they satisfy the needs of
individuals. He also emphasizes that human development depends on occupations and that variation in
occupations leads to variations in human societies. Hence, he divides societies into urban (umran hadari) and
rural (umran badawi). He presents the necessary conditions for the development and flourishing of
occupations. Finally, this study reveals Ibn Khaldoun’s early understanding of the sociology of occupations,
which makes him one of the pioneers in the field of the sociology of work.



