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Patterns of T.V. Watching among the Youth of Saudi Arabia

Sa’id Al-Orabi Al-Harithi
Associate Professor, Department of Mass Communications, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Despite the long time that has passed since the inception of mass media in Saudi Arabia, the
need for quantitative research to study the audience of the media message still exists.

Generally it seems that the mass media in the Arab World, and in the Kingdom in particular needs a
thorough knowledge of the relationship between the media organs and the society in which they operate.
This relationship is still neither clear nor comprehensible. As aresult, the content of the media is built and
formulated in isolation from the needs and wishes of the audience,

Due to the role television plays in the life of the youth in the Kingdom, this paper is one of the first
atternps to try to understand the relationship between the media usage by the youth in the Kingdom on
the one hand and the rapid growth of the medium on the other hand. This research also seeks to discover
the programs prefered by males and females.

The paper’s findings reveal unexpected results, specifically in the area of entertainment programs. They
also show that there are noticable differences in interests and preferences between male and females.
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