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Khaldinian ‘Asabiyya and Its Social and Political Function

Mohamed El-Daks
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Aris,
University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

Abstract.  This study analyzes Ibn Khaldiin's Theory of ‘agabiyya and uncovers its social and political
dimensions, attempting to show that the concept of ‘asabiyya is distinct from any that was dominant in his
time through the following points:

| - Ibn Khaldiin views ‘asabiyva as a social phenomenon that manifests itself in a psycho-social feel-
ing that connotes the individual’s sense of solidarity with his group. It is based on blood ties.
alliance or clientship, provided there is an interaction amonyg individuals.

2 - Its social function is such as to maintain the strength and cohesion of human association, in addi-
tion to re-enforcing equality in rights and obligations between its individuals thereby preventing
the emergence of class distinctions.

3 - He views its political function in realizing kingship (the state), and maintaining it, cmphasizing
that kingship cannot be realized except by "asabiyya, i.e. except by force and by overcoming other
‘asabiyyas and uniting with them for ri‘asa, first, and kingship second. Corruption in ‘asabiyva
leads to corruption in the state as a result of disassociation caused by urbanization.

Finally, the study shows that Ibn Khaldan believes in the conflict of ‘agabiyya as a dynamic foree in
the society.
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