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Favoritism (Wasta): An Exploratory Study of
University Students

Abdulla A. Faisal
Assistant Professor, Department of Social Studies, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper aims at exploring the opinions of 214 Saudi students concerning a social mechanism
known in Saudi Arabia as wasta. Specifically this paper has three goals: (1) How the study population
defines wasta. (2} The reasons the study population chooses as a rationale for the use of wasta in society.
(3) The social acceptance of using wasta.

A brief summary of the findings is as follows:

Given the complexity of a concept such as wasta, five separate definitions of it were presented to the
respondents. They were asked to assess whether or not each of these definitions referred to an aspect of
what they call wasra. “Exchange of benefits” was overwhelmingly chosen (94%) as valid by most of the
respondents; while the definition that received least support (38%) was “wasia as sympathy™.

Four reasons were presented as possible rationales for the spread and use of waste. Again, respon-
dents werc asked to assess the validity of each separately. 91% of the study population chose the increas-
ing complexity of social life in Saudi Arabia; whereas only 13% chose unfamiliarity of laws and regula-
tions.

Finally, the majority of the population (79%) thought that wasta is not a form of deviant behavior.
On the contrary, most of them throught that it could be used as a norm against which one's loyalty to fam-
ily (88%) and loyalty to friends (57%) could be measured.
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