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The Absence of the Child in Family Life: Results and Options

Ibrahim M. Khalifa
Associate Professor, Department of Social Studies, College of Ars, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper deals with the absence of the child from part or the wholc of family life cycle because
of the impotence of one or both of the spouses.

Some couples fail to give birth to a child for a few years or for several years or for as long as their
marriages last. Others have children who die in childbirth. A third category of couples are those who have
only one or two chiidren, either naturally or through contraceptives. These ¢njoy a limited period of
parenthood which ends with the marriage of their children, and so they return to an “empty nest” for the
rest of their lives,

It is the goal of this paper to indicate some of the consequences of the post-parental period of the
family cvcte and its impact upon parents who are still in their middle age years.

The paper also suggests a theoretical framework of what such parents usually do or arc expected to
do in order to overcome their sufferings through this critical period, for instance. adoption and the possi-
bility of raising grandchildren. Birth control as a strong active or passive factoris also discussed as a factor
which calls for further investigation.



