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Rare ‘Abbasid Dinars Struck in San‘a’,
Reserved at the Archaeology Museum,
College of Arts, King Saud University

Saad Abdul Aziz Al-Rashid
Associate Professor, Department of Archaeology and Museology, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstraet. This article studies from an historical and archaeological point of view twenty gold dinars struck
in $an‘a’ during the °Abbasid period. These coins are considered to be very rare examples and cover a cru-
cial period in the relationship between Yemen and the “Abbisid Caliphate. The dates of these coins
extend for about fnrty years, between 252/866 and 292/904. The nineteen pieces of this collection relate
to the reigns of four “Abbasid Caliphs: al-Mu‘tazz Billah, Al-Mu‘tamid ‘ala Alld al-Mu’ tadld Biltih and
al-Muktafi Billah. Only one coin appears in this collection which is ascribed to al- Hadi 11 al- Haggq, the
founder the Zaydi Imamate in Yemen. Al- Hadi entered San'a for the first time in 288/900. He estab-
lished his rule at the town of Sa'da where he died in the year 298/910. Al- Hadi struck coins bearing his
name in both San'a’ and Sa’ da "Al-Hadi also had his name wriiten on the tiraz and owned a number of min-
ing arcas. He established al-"iydr ai- ‘Alawi as a standard measure for gold and silver coins. Thus, the col-
lection which is the subject of this article can be considered as an important source for the undetstanding
of the political and economical situation of Yemen. The writer of this paper made a technical and com-
parative study between this collection and similar pieces stored in various museums or mentioned in the
reference works,



