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The Case of Alienation in the Arabic Short Story

Fatma El-Zahra M. Said
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud Universiry, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper deals with the idea of “estrangement” and its different patterns in several short
stories, trying thereby to identify as accurately as possible certain behaviors which will be studied in two
parts.

Using the works of six Saudi writers and five Eygptians, the first part analyzes the stories that
emphasize the romantic self which leads to what is known as “self-alienation.” The second part, treating
both sets of stories, concentrates on the elements that deal with intellectual erises which orient man'’s con-
templation towards the larger issues of the universe, thereby leading to a “total alienation” that has
become one of the much disputed philosophical problems. This patt is based on five works that strongly
point te the confusion of the Arab under the various conditions of life.

While the first form of “estrangement” is explained as abstract and unrealistic (i.e. subject to desires
that may not follow logical psychological and/or soctological norms), the second form is considered “total”
and realistic; that is, it depends on an actual desire for life latent in the “collective conscious” (i.e. where
existence {the ontic] in all its dimensions is the objective substance, especially when the alienated is pro-
tected by some eternal power.

As the phenomenen has become generic for the modern story, the author has tried to clarify this
aspect in the introduction, maintaining that some philosophical approaches have led to the dismantling of
the traditions of artistic narrativity whether in the novel or the short story. The author also points that the
case of alienation has attracted first the novelists, and then its torrent has swept the short story writers. It
is also maintained that while the phenomenon of alienation in the West depended on cultural sedimenta-
tion that led to fervid ideological crises, it is, for the Arabs, only an imitation of the West under the banner
of Modermsm; and only few have hinged it on economic and social reasons. Furthermore, although it has
not received enough theorizing, no one can deny that alienation has always been present in the Arab cul-
ture.



