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The Mujamharah of *Abid Ibn Al-Abras in the Musical/
Poetical Measur

Abdel-Hamid Hamam

Assistant Professor, Yarmouk University Irbid, Jordan

Abstract. Some modern researchers belicve to have found in the poem of " Abid an excuse to allow the
use of different metric formulas in the sare poem or even in the same line of poetry. This was the reason
to reexamine the metrical structure of the muwullagai lines and their different inherited variants.

A short reference to "Abid ibn al- Abras was nccessary to clarify his prosminent poctical and social po-
sition which prove his loyalty (o his peaple and its traditions ingluding peetry. Then, the basics of the
Arabic poetical/musical method of measuring poetical meters is concisely displaved.

Aficr examining and commenting on the forty-nine lines 5f the poerm and their variants, we arrived
at the following results; thirty-three lines and their variants apply to the meter of oo al-basi; fourteen
lines have the variants in cach either applying to the majzu' al-hasir or violuting that meter: but the anes
applying vither cxeced or equalin number te those which violare: twa lines only huve more vaciants which
violate the majzu’ af-basit than applying to it; in all (e forty-tine Hawes thers is nota single one witheut
one or more variant of sajzu’ ai-basit. This leads us to believe thal “Ahid had recited this pocniin acorrect
rhythmic pattern. The old narrators of pociry, however, trasmiticd omlly the inherited pecms from one
v were carehul not o dose the

generation to the other: this may have caused dumage to the thythm. but G
incaning or the content. Accordingly. the modern theory, mentionud shae, is based vn i mislewding
imagination and not on a thorough examination of "TAbid’s poem.

The article is terminated with a coda displaying twe exanples uf pre-1
multi-rhythmic patterns in one and the same poemm or —as in the case of the seeond exampls - inthe same

slamic poetry. which contains

line.



