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Selected Socio-Economic Characteristics of Divorced Couples
in a Riyadh Court

Abdulla A. Faisal
Assistant Professor, Department of Social Studies, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study attempts to analyze selected socio-economic characteristics taken from court records
of 142 divorced couples in a Riyadh court. The study is exploratory in nature and is intended to shed some
light on the dynamics of divorce in Riyadh. The characteristics selected for study include age, education,
duration of marriage, past divorce experiences and reasons for divorce.

It was found that women in this study were ge;lerally somewhat younger (55% were 25 years or less) than
the men (52.3% were between 25-40). Two-thirds of the couples studied had little or no education
(elementary or less). Seventy-seven per cent of the females and 61% of the males in this study had never
been divorced, For those who had, over three-fourths of those divorces came after only 4 years or less of
marriage, with 28% occuring within the first year. Twenty-four reasons were given for the divorce. The
most frequently cited reason was “incompatability.”” The next most frequently mentioned cause was
in-laws interference in the couple’s affairs. Finally, it was noted that 70% of the divorced couples in this
study were not related before marriage. This points to a latent function of the traditional preferred mar-
riage arrangement between relatives as far as duration of marriage is concerned.
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