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A Comparative Study of the Theories of the Ancients and
Moderns of Standard Arabic

Hassan Eissa Abu Yassien

Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts, King Saud University
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper surveys the various views, both old and modern, on the origin and structure of stan-
dard Arabic. These views are classified along two theoretical perspectives: the modern perspective of
Taha Hussein, Shawqy Dheif, Mustafa Sadeq Al-Rafi‘i, [brahim Anis; and the perspective of the ancient
Arabs. For this latter, a number of texts are examined to determine a consensus of opinion on the origin
and development of standard Arabic. The two perspectives are then compared and evaluated. The paper
also discusses two important issues related to the origin and development of standard Arabic; namely, the
miraculous rhetoric of the Holy Quran, and the rudimentary nature of pre-Islamic poetry. Terminology
and notation employed in the study are comprehensively explained.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

