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Some Factors Affecting Jordanian Family Cohesion
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Abstracts. The goals of this study are to identify the percentage of cohesive families, the degree of family cohesion in the Jordanian Society,
determine the effect of socio-demographic and economic variables on family cohesion dimensions. To achieve these goals, face —to- face
structured interviews are used to collect the data from a national sample (1450 respondents), descriptive statistics (percentages, means, and
standard deviations), and analytical statistics (Pearson correlation, and forward stepwise regression) are used to analyze the data set.

The results of descriptive analyses reveal that Jordanian families are cohesive and strong. The percentage of cohesive familes in the sample
reached 86%, whereas the remaining percentage (14%) lacks balance in its relationships. The degree of family cohesion reached 4.17 on a
scale of 5 points. Also, the stepwise multiple regression analyses reveal that there are statistically significant relationships between sex,
region, slef-reported health, age, marital status on the one hand and the family cohesion dimensions on the other. Finaly, the statistical
analyses reveal that there are no statistically significant relationships between fimily income, family size, chronic diseases in the family,
disabilities in the family, level of education, working status, place of residence, sex of family head on the one hand and the dimensions of the
family cohesion on the other.

Key Words: family cohesion, family systems theory, strengths-based family perspective, family cohesion in Jordan.



