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Fertility in Irag: A Study in Spatial Diffusion

Abbas F. Al-Sa’adi
Assistant Professor, Geography Department, Faculty of Arts,
Baghdad University, Baghdad, Iraq

Abstract. The aim of the paper is to study the spatial diffusion of general fertility rate in Iraq, The paper
followed the quantitive approach by using the standardized scores to explain the spatial ditferences of
GFR. und the coefficient of simple and multiple correlation and the stepwise regression to test the hypoth-
eses of the research.

The paper shows that the correlation between fertility and education and labor force appeared to be
negative, and positive with the illiteracy and women’s marriage. The paper shows also that the multiple
correlation is very high (R = 0.86451). That means, that all variables — except the rural population vari-
able — cxplain 74.7% of the differences in the areas of GFR in Irug. We can forecast. also, the differences
of GFR when we know the variables.

The research shows, also, that there are four principle levels for general fertility rates, and ten gover-
norates when GFR is morc than the average of Irag, and eight whose GFR was less than the average. The
higher fertility is in D’hok governorate which amounts to 31%, but Baghdad governorate is the lowest,
which is 18% . That means there is no balance in the distribution of GER in Iraqi governorates. Therefore,
we suggest to increase the GFR in the governorate whose fertility levels are less than the average of the
country, especially in Baghdad, Kerbala, Najaf, Qadisiya, Babylon, Ta’meem and Basrah.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

