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The Video Cassette Invasion of Saudi Arabia:
A Descriptive Study

Talal Majed Eshky
Assistant Professor, Department of Mass Communication, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Saudi Arabia has undergone a massive invasion by pre-recorded video-cassettes (VCs) which
began in the carly nineteen seventies. This study focuses attention on certain aspects of this invasion, ic.,
its causes, how it developed, the means whereby it was effected and the extent of the invasion. The follow-
ing are some of the findings:

Among the causes of the invasion are: (1) general dissatisfaction with the content of local TV prog-
rams by Saudi viewers; (2) extensive leisure time and limited ways of cxploiting this time; (3) the vast and
attractive variety of films, shows and programs which are available on VCs; and (4) untimited control by
viewers over what they see on VCs and freedom of choice of viewing time.

Importers of VCs in order of importance are: (1) rental shops. (2) returning travelers, and {3
foreign companies and embassies.

The volume of the VC invasion of Saudi Arabia is greater than in any other Third World country.
There are approximately 25 million VCs in the country and rental shops number over eight hundred.
These figures are high becausc the per capita income of most people in Saudi Arabia is high and the rental
cost is low.

The Government of Saudi Arabia does not foresee any negative effects from this invasion so long as
the rental shops are banned from providing ¥ Cs which have not been censored by the Ministry of Informa-
tion,

The writer recommends that focal TV programs be improved in order to attract a greater audience,
enticing viewers to shift from watching VCs to watching TV. Upgrading TV programming will take time,
Meantime, parents must limit the time spent by their children in front of the video and they must be aware
of the content of the VCs watched by their children.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

