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Saudi Arabian Television: An Analysis of the Volume,
Origin and Kinds of Programs Broadcast by Channel
One for One T.V. Period

Talal M. Eshky
Assistant Professor, Department of Mass Communications, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study tries to determine the volume, origin and kinds of imparted programs which are
broadcast by Saudi Arabian Television, Channel One. The entire broadcasting schedule of this channel
was recorded on a video-cassette-recorder for a period of fourteen consecutive days beginning on
15.8.1408 A.H. Analysis of the data reveals the following: 1. Forty-one percent of the programs aired by
Channel One are imported, 2. Seventy-one percent of these imported programs come from the Arabic-
speaking world, and 3. Twenty-seven percent of the imported programs are either mini-series or short
plays the content of which reflects the culture of the exporting countries which, in many cases, differs sig-
nificantly from Saudi culture,



