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“No separate translation into French has been published of this work, but a French translation is
printed in the “Description de I' Afrique, tierce partie du monde contenant ses reyaumes, regions,
villes, cités, chataux et forteresses: iles, fleuves, animaux tant aquatiques que terrestres ..., Escrite
de notre temps par Jean Leon, I’ Africain™ Tome Second: contenant les Navigations des capitains
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Perse, Arabie Hereuse, pierreuse et deserte. .. assiette desdits pais, fles, royaumes et empires: les

figures, habits, religion et fagon de faire des habitants et autres singularités cy devant incognenes’,

Lyon, 1556.
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Ludovico di Varthema, the Egyptian Hadji Jonah (Younos):
The Italian Traveller and the Portuguese Spy, and
His Travels to the Islamic Holy Places

Abd Al-Rahman A. Al-Shaikh
Associate Professor, History Department, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Ludovico di Varthema, the Italian by birth, performed a famous travel (1503-1508) to some
Arabic countries. Persia, India, East Asia, and then returned to Lisbon, thence to Rome. In his returning
journey he touched the East African coast, and the Cape of Good Hope. There are many evidences show-
ing that he was, during his travel, a Portuguese spy.

This research stresses his travel to the Islamic holy places, which he reached in 1503, as an Egyptian
Mamluk, called al Hadj Jonah (Younos). I also stress the historical circumstances in European countries
in the Mediterranean Sea basin which influenced Varthema’s ideas. This research adds some new histor-
ical analysis because ] referred to all Varthema’s travel to Arab countries and other countries, and also 1
referred to European historical references touching Varthema’s period.



