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Grausset, Histoire de I Armenie des Origines a 1071 (Paris: Payout, 1947), pp. 82-85. ( ‘oo)
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A Critical Study of the Byzo-Sasanian Conflict over Armenia
from A.D. 284 to A.D. 364

Abd al-Aziz Darwish Hakim
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King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This research studies the conflict between the Byzantine and Sasanian states on the eve of the
Middle Ages. The establishment of the Sasanian state and the succession of Diocletian reopened hos-
tilities between the two states. The result was a big war which was fought mainly over Armenia, strategi-
cally and economically so important and for centuries a bone of contention between the two powers. In
A.D. 297 Narsi was defeated and was forced to sign a treaty with the Byzantines by which Ctesiphon gave
up its claims in Armenia.

Constantine’s adherence to Christianity, and his establishment of “Constantinople” led to the
spread of Christianity in Armenia. Internal troubles in the Byzantine empire after the death of Constan-
tine came to  Sasanian assistance and the energetic Shapur II was able to take advantage of this to termi-
nate the internal troubles in the Sasanianistate . Julian's expedition against the Sasanians ended in disas-
ter. He himself was killed. Juvian at once had signed a treaty in A.D. 363 with the Sasanians in which Ar-
menia was ceded to them,



