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The last step before the actual writing may be the chapter-by-chapter breakdown of the plot. It’s here that the
writer figures out in detail what information, necessary for understanding later developments, should be worked
into chapter one, what can be slipped into chapter three, and so on. Obviously one cannot begin with sixty static
pages exposition setting up the background of the story. Writing a novel is like running grain through a hammer
mill: one has to get the central action rolling, and then feed in the background, or sprinkle in the larger implica-
tions, whenever and wherever one can do it without losing a finger.”

John Gardner, On Becoming a Novelist {New York: Harper and Row, 1983), p. 140 : jﬁﬂ
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M. M. Badawi, Modern Arabic Literature and the West (London: Ithca Press, 1985), pp. 136-37. (V)
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The Chapter in the Novel and Criticism

Muhammad S. Al-Goaifli
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic,
College of Arts, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. lnspite of the ever increasing volume and methods of Arabic literary criticism of the novel,
especially since the early 19705, the division of novels into chapters has received almost no attention.

The chapter is a structural unit that greatly effects the shape, hence, the meaning of the individual
novel. as well as the stages of both its artistic creation and reception. This paper attempts to point out some
of those effects, the observation of which can benefit the various theories of literary criticism, i.¢. the
imitative, the pragmatic, the expressive and the objective.



