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Abi al-“Atahiya’s and al-Ma‘arri’s Renunciation:
A Comparative Study

Turki Al-Mugheid
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, Faculty of Arts, Yarmouk University,
Irbid, fordan

Abstract. This paper aims at analyzing the phenomenon of renunciation in the poetry of both Aba al-
“Atahiya and al-Ma®arri. This analysis sheds light on the nature, reasons, and subjects of this phenome-
non. The paper manifests that Abii al-“Atahiya’s renunciation was a result of his diversion. Accordingly,
he was more logical and praper than al-Ma‘arri. His renunciation can be described as mainly Islamic. Con-
versely, al-Ma®arri’s renunciation was a result of his frustration, i.e. his psychological problems which
accompanied his blindness., Al-Ma“arri reacted in a very strange manner to confirm his existence, his abil-
ity to challenge. and his *ego.’” This ego seems to be the main factor in his poetry. This sheds some light
on the philosophical nature of his poetry.



