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Hazim al-Qartajanni’s View on Ambiguity in Arabic Poetry
Compared with Views of Earlier Critics

Mohammad A, Al-Hadlaq
Associate Professar, Department of Arabic, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Critics of Arabic language poetics directed their studies and rescarch to ambiguity in Arabic
poetry very early in history. Critics held contrasting vicws towards use of ambiguity in poctry. One view
cautioned against its use in poetry, and recommended ambiguity should be avoided. Another view consid-
¢rs ambiguity one of the merits of poetry.

Hazmi al-Qarjajanni, was one of the critics who studied the use of ambiguity in poetry in depth and
he devoted a chapter in his book Minhaj al-Bulagha 'wa Siraj ai-Udaba.” to it. He cited that ambiguity in
poetry is caused cither because of semantics, or because of phrascology or because of both semantics and
phraselogy.

Hazim al-Qartajanni is one of the critics who do not recommend the use of ambiguity except on rare
oceasions. He pursues in his studies ways to avoid and clarity manners of speech.

This study is an attempt to point out Hazim al-Qartajanni’s views on the use of ambiguity in poetry.
On the one hand, this researcher compared ul-Qurtajanni’s views with earlier eritics in a bid to explain al-
Qartajanni’s understanding of the essence of the feature on the other hand, and to show the extent of al-
Qartajanni’s use of earlier critics.



