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The Effect of Orthographic Competence on Writing
Geographical Names: A Case Study of a Group of Geography
Students at King Saud University in Riyadh

Ass’ad 8. Abdo
Professor, Deparonent of Geography, College of Arts, King Saud Universiy,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study investigates the cffect of orthographic competence on writing geographical names.
Forty geographical names from Saudi Arabia were dictated to thirty-one geagraphy students at King Saud
University in Riyadh. The writing mistakes were studied. The study showed that not even one student
wrote all the forty geographical names correctly. Most of the mistakes were found to be in the writing of
the letter hamza. The number of mistakes were found to increase with the increase of the number of letters
and the number of hamzas in the geographical name, and in compound compared to single geographical
names. However. the number of semesters, credit hours, and credit hours in Arabic that were studied by
the student at the university were found not to be correlated with the number of mistakes made by the stu-
dent. The student's accumulative grade and his grade in Arabic courses were also found not to be corre-
lated with the number of mistakes.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

