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Towards a Methodology of Method

M. A. Nezami Talesh
Professor, Department of Sociology,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. A framework is set-up in which: (1) method, as a constituent of seience, is distinguished from
both non-scientific method and other constituents ol science ~ inquiry, technique, knowledge ctc.; and (2)
various criticisms of method are compared and evaluated for their heuristic implications.

Basic to this framework are the assumptions that: (1) scienee, as a specialized manifestation of man’s
basic disposition as Homo sapiens, is rooted in common sense; and hence (2). the most logical way of
delineating the formeris 1o compare its constituents with those of the latter, and regard their shared fea-
tures “non-scientific” and the rest, “scientific”.

Accordingly: (1) Durkheim’s study of suicide and Michelson-Morley's measurement of the speed of
light are compared with two comparable examples in daily life —a driver's inquiry into the causc of his car’s
failure and a common man's figuring out of the total speed of a passenger walking in a moving train; and
(2) all constituents of science are clearly defined and delineated.

Findings include: (1) inquiry is analyzable from three perspectives: a) its structure: the rature and
number of its basic elements, i.e. hypotheses, empirical facts, specific conclusions and generalized conclu-
sions. b) its method: the way of treating those elements, and ¢) the nature of its outcome, knowledge; (2)
science and common sense are identical in the structure of inquiry and differ essentially in method, which
1$ spontaneity in commen sense and Jollowing-a-set-of-rules in science; and thus (3). though interrelated,
“inquiry” and “mcthod” are two completely different constituents of science: the former. a compasite act,
aims at obtaining krowledge, and the latter, a set of rudes, aims at directing that act in certain Ways Lo Insure
in its outcome, knowledge, qualities which could not be attained otherwise, i.c. by spontancity.

These conclusions are further substantiated through a historical review: tracing the origin and
development of scientific method, and thereby, analysing the criticisms and debates of al-Ghazadi,
Descartes, Bacon, the historicists and the contemporary Arab social scientists, which in different times
and places, have affected it in the process.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

