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A Content Analysis Study of the Saudi Television
First Channel Main Newscast

Hamza A. Bait-almal and Bakur M. Ibrahim
Assistant Professors, Department of Mass Communication,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This is a descriptive and analytical study of the Saudi television first channel main newscast.
A content analysis has been used to examine the study main variables which are: news story location, sub-
ject, source, length, visual supported material length and content, and the main person in the news story,
The unit of analysis was the news story. A sample of three business weeks (Saturday-Wednesday) was cho-
sen from the first half of the year A.H. 1410.

A total of 351 news story was analyzed. The result of the study showed that half (55.8%) were polit-
ical, which indicates the role of television in shaping public opinion on the major issues. It also indicates
the government usc of media as a mean to inform the public about government officials activities (55.6%).
Local news stories were about 57.4% . Only 2.3% of the news items were about the Islamic countries. This
low percentage indicates a poor flow of infermation among the Islamic countries. Eighty-eight percent of
the news items had visual supporting materials. This is a good mdication of the use of visual materials in
the Saudi TV newscasts. A high percentage of this was video materials while there is a limited usc of other
visual materials.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

