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Characteristics of Scientific Publishing for
Arab Researchers in the Social Sciences

Samir N. Hamade
Assistant Professor, Department of Library and Information Sciences,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract.  The aim of this study is te describe some characteristics of scientific publishing for Arab social
scientists. A sample of 68 Arab social scientists was taken from four areas of the social sciences which are:
economics, political scicnce, psychology and sociology. Then, characteristics of their publications were
studied as for the language of research, form of publication and cooperation among Arab social scientists
i conducting scicntific research.

The study found that Arab social scienctists used Arabic as the main language for research more than
any other language. They ulso published most of their research in journal article format which indicates
their awareness of the importance of periodicals as the most widely uscd form of publication followed by
the boek . The study also showed that Arab social scientists prefer to work independently und rarely coop-
erate in conducting scientific research.

Finally, the study provided a list of the most used Arabic journals in the social sciences which could
be considered as a list of the core journals in Arabsocial sciences, and explaines the difficulty of providing
similar lists for each of the four areas of social sciences covered by this paper.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

