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Riyadh Saudi Library: Past and Present

Saad A. Al-Dobaian

Associate Professor, Depariment of Library and Information Sciences,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper concentratcs on the history of Riyadh Saudi Library which was the first public
library established in Riyadh. At the beginning of the article, the writer gives an idea about the concept
and the definition of the public library. Then the study is divided into two parts. The first part concerns
the early era which started in A H. 1371/1951. This part deals with the date of establishment, parent
organization, budget, collection, acquisition, classification and reader services. The second part concerns
the late era which started in A.H. 1404/1983 and continues to the present date. This part discusses the state
of the library in its permanent place and other subjects such as material development, administration, staff
and reader services. Finally, the study concludes with practical suggestions and recommendations of solu-
tions to the main problems raised therein.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

