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Trends in Geographical Research about Saudi Arabia

Abdul Rahman Sadiq Al-Sharif
Associate Professor, Department of Geography,
Colfege of Arts, King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract.  Geographical rescarch about Saudi Arabia started in A.H. 1386: the number of rescarch
papers has multiplied to reach 314 m A H. [411. The major sources of such rescurch papers were from
scholarship students studying abroad. Dissertations produced locally ranked next followed by periodicals.
Rescarch has been divided into six branches: (1) urban geography: (2) population and social geography;
(3) geomorphology and seil geography: (4) climatology and biogeography: (5) economic geography: (6)
historical and regional geography.

The first branch amounted to one-third of the research: whercas the fifth branch ranked one-fifth;
while less than one-fourth was written on branches 3 and 5. But the sixth discipline has been the least to
draw researchers” intercsts.

The share of research of @ general nature was tremendous during the first yeurs of this era. Rescarch
designed to tackle minor problems adopting statistical analysis amounted to 31.5%. The objectives of
recent research huve heen going deeper to solve other problems.

The evaluation of geographic research helps us to draw a picture for the future and 1o guide prospec-
tive research activities in such a way that they are more closely related to the society and its needs. There-
tore it is necessary to use stutistical methods because they are more capable of anticipating future trends
in geography for sound plunning. Geographic research could become more useful in applied aspects.






	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

