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Maniyya and Umniyah:
The Concept of Death in Jahiliyyah Poetry

Fadl Ammar Al-Ammary
Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Aris,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Many scholars have endeavoured to pive the idea of life and death in Jahitiyyah poetry some
sort of form and definition. The basic components of early poetic belief can be found in the wealth of liter-
ary materials left by the ancient poets, Much of it is found in the fables, myths and stories of that period.

Within these are found the dual motifs of the wild ass' and the ‘wild ox,” both of which have been the
focus of many previous studies. These studies concentrated upon anthropological implications of the soci-
ety through interpretation of ritual such as dirges and burial practices. Unfortunately, most studies tend
to be repetitive and limited to cataloging or other thematic formulizations.

While this study does not ignore the positive aspects of previous studies, it does scek to further investi-
gate the literature of the Jahilivyah period through the study of language itself. It investigates the deriva-
tions of death and hope and their association with the ‘wild ass’ and ‘wild ox’ motifs. The result is to reveal
the link between hope as motivation and death as cessation as well as highlight the resultative view of man
as either killer or victim.
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Averroes’ Poetics: Theory and Application

A Study in Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Poetics,
and His Effort to Apply It to Arabic Poetry

Suaad A. Al-Mana
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Scholars have considered Averroes’ attempt to apply Aristotle’s poetics to Arabic poetry asa
remarkable effort compared to his predecessors al-Farabi and Avicenna. At the same time, they observed
the Averroes” application showed his misunderstanding of Aristotle’s poetics.

Thus, the present study will not discuss how far Averroes understood or misunderstood Aristotle’s
poetics. Instead it would touch upon both Averroes’ poetical theory inspired by Aristotelian traditions.
and his citations from Arabic poetry used to explain this theory.

This study, will then deal with the concept of the term poetics from Averroes’ perspective. It will also
discuss the agreement and disagreement between what is common in Arabic poetry and what represents
general rules of poctry from his point of view, and trace his thoughts in the Arabic literary criticism influ-
enced by Aristotelian traditions in the two centurics following Averroes.
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The Impossible Moth in Abd Al-Ghani Al-Nabulsi’s Poetry

Muhammad Mansour Abahsain
Assistunt Professor, Deparoment of Arabic, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This condensed study ties poetic image to religious dogma as a literary response to political
intcrests in the late Ottoman period. A poetic text is used otillustrate the journey of the moth image from
a simple poctic device ol a potent symbol in extreme Sufism. It focuses on the ambitious literary attempt
of Damascean illuminate Abd Al-Ghani Al-Nabulsi (d. A H. 1143/1730) to find common ground between
orthodox "Ulama and extreme Sufism in response to Ottoman political concerns. This brought about a
unique development in the moth symbol during a period generally criticized for a for a dearth of creativity.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

