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Children and Television: the Medium and the Reading

Abdellatif D. Aloofy
Assistant Professor, Department of Mass Communication, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Most communication studies have focuscd on the impact of contents rather than the impact of
the forms of television. This paper concentrates on the cffects of TV as a medium. The objectives are to
clarify the effects of TV as a medium on viewers, especially children, and to explain the rejationships
between western culture and the forms of television. Also, this research seeks to identify the role of fam-
ily, school, and mass media, especially the print, on TV reading and critical viewing.

The results of the study indicate that it is not accurate to judge any television program without looking
at the formats used to present the content. Even in the absence of violent television content, arousing
forms can instigate aggressive behavior in children.

Reading telcvision can be taught to children by their parents and other family members. Further-
more, schoals and mass media have a big role in facilitating TV reading and critical viewing, which, in
turn, can be the determining factor in making television a positive medium.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

