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Imagination in Pre-Islamic Poetry in the Studies of Some
German Orientalists

Mousa Rababh

Associate Professor, Department of Arabic, Faculty of Arts,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

Abstract. This paper tries to face an important issue¢, namely the question of imagination in the pre-
Islamic poetry dealt with in the studies of some German orientalists. It reviews the major opinions these
orientalists (e.g., Heinrichs, Jacobi and Wagner) adopted as to this guestion, in an attempt to counter
them by referring to various examples taken from pre-Islamic poetry, and to Arabic studies which con-
cerned themselves with this aspect. This study points out that orientalists vary in their positions concern-
ing this issue: some ascribe superficiality to this poetry, some absolutely deny any kind of imagination in
it, and others admit that perhaps a few examptes of it may cxhibit imagination. The study also points out
that such positions adopted by orientalists cannot be viewed as strange because for a leng time they con-
sider this poetry as being a document by which the life-nature of the Arabs of the pre-Islamic period can
be realized on all different levels, and not as being a sort of art.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

